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IFLA/ENSULIB PRESENTS

• This first edition of the IFLA Guidelines for Green Libraries is the result of a collaborative 

effort among individuals from across the globe. 

• The Guidelines team was led by Ms Petra Hauke (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 

Germany), Ms Antonia Mocatta (University of Sydney, Australia), and Ms Priscilla Nga Ian 

Pun (University of Macau Library, Macao SAR);

• with contributions from IFLA’s Environment, Sustainability and Libraries Section (ENSULIB) 

Standing Committee members

• and the team was supported by members of other IFLA units. 

• A workshop at the International Library Conference in Barcelona, Spain, 6–9 October 2024, 

provided additional valuable input.



Background

• The checklist for “Sustainable Buildings, Equipment, and Management” by Klaus Ulrich Werner can be 

seen as a precursor to the Guidelines (Werner 2013). 

• ENSULIB’s book publications (IFLA/ENSULIB n.d.b) Going Green: Implementing Sustainable 

Strategies in Libraries Around the World. Buildings, Management, Programmes and Services (Hauke, 

Charney, and Sahavirta 2018), New Libraries in Old Buildings: Creative Reuse (Hauke, Latimer, and 

Niess 2021), and Libraries Driving Education for Sustainable Development (Hauke, Mocatta, and Pun 

2025) informed the Guidelines, as did Tools for Green Libraries (IFLA/ENSULIB 2022a).

• Developing the Guidelines has been on the ENSULIB agenda since its foundation as a Special Interest 

Group in 2009. With the elevation of ENSULIB to IFLA section status, the project was identified as a 

priority.

• The formation of a project group for the Guidelines was initiated in September 2023, and work started 

in December 2023. The project proposal was submitted to the IFLA Advisory Committee on Standards in 

January 2024 and approved in April 2024 with revisions requested by IFLA’s Standards Review Team. 

• The final draft was submitted to the IFLA Advisory Committee on Standards in April 2025. The 

Committee's approval is expected for June 2025. 
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A green and sustainable library is a library which takes into account 

environmental, economic and social sustainability. Green and sustainable 

libraries may be of any size, but they should have a clear sustainability 

agenda which includes:

● Green buildings and equipment; Green office principles; Sustainable economy; Sustainable 

library services; Social sustainability; Environmental management: Environmental goals are 

SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Timebound); Commitment to 

general environmental goals and programmes: Commitment is guided by the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Climate Agreement and related environmental 

certificates and programmes. These commitments are in line with the 17 United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals as set out in the UN 2030 Agenda, the Paris Climate 

Agreement and, importantly for libraries, the UNESCO Education for Sustainable 

Development programme (UNESCO 2020).

Green libraries



Green libraries

Green libraries from all over the world educate local communities on the

subject of sustainable development.

The programme of each green library must be carefully planned in accordance

with the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Transforming our World and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) the

UNESCO Global Action Programme on Education for Sustainable

Development (ESD) (UNESCO 2018) and subsequent UNESCO documents

which explore ways of attaining the SDGs.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030 Agenda for Sustainable Development web.pdf?ref=truth11.com
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246270


Green libraries

Libraries are increasingly regarded as socially relevant educational 

institutions, educational partners, and role model contributors to the SDGs. 

Libraries are closely connected to their communities and reach all segments of 

the population. They impart knowledge in a variety of ways, including through 

their collections, exhibitions, lectures, events, makerspaces and shared 

resources, such as sewing machines, tool kits, musical instruments and more, 

and by addressing topics such as urban gardening, seed libraries, STEM, 

STEAM, or citizen science, repair cafés, etc. These activities provide libraries 

with excellent opportunities to influence public awareness and offer a platform 

for civic engagement and sustainable development.



Lectures and workshops for adults



Workshops for children and youths 



Partners





• The objective of this document is to provide a tool for the planning, implementation, and 

evaluation of green libraries. 

• The document is also intended to serve as a framework for the development of national 

guidelines for green libraries. 

• The Guidelines are applicable to all libraries wishing to implement sustainable measures, 

regardless of their size, focus, or location, and can be adapted to reflect local circumstances 

and needs. 

• They reflect a range of library services that can be selected for delivery in most countries by 

dedicated library staff. 

• The Guidelines are intended to support national and local government policies based on the 

United Nations 2030 Agenda’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Conclusion



• Recognising that not all countries will be able to meet these broader SDGs, it is hoped that at 

least some opportunities presented in the Guidelines can be achieved in most contexts, and 

that the document provides a starting point for environments where green libraries are not 

widely evident or well supported.

• They aim to help promote the achievement of the 17 SDGs in various communities or 

organisations, including local municipal, school and university, and special library settings. 

• The Guidelines are aimed at librarians, library administrators, legislative and administrative 

bodies, designers and architects, facility managers, and other stakeholders responsible for 

the creation, management and funding of libraries of all types. 

• Using the Guidelines, planners should determine the priorities for their library and consider 

what is feasible within its context. 

• They may either be aiming for minimum standards, to improve on existing provisions, or to 

achieve best practice.

Conclusion



Thank you for your attention.

ana.zdravje@mklj.si
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