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Thomas Sture Rasmussen

SDG Coordinator for the Danish Library Association (3 years)
(25 years at Ballerup Library)

Nominated to the Danish SDG reward 2023
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2021-23

The Danish government’s
national action plan for the SDGs
Finance act

“Libraries anchor the UN's World
Goals. The government will
strengthen the libraries' work and
dissemination of the World Goals
in order to make the libraries the
facilitator of the popular anchoring
of the UN's Global Goals.”




2024-7

Funding

Projects

The Danish Library Association
The Danish Think Tank

— Libraries of the Future

B TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE

“A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade

they know they shall never sit in.”
Old Greek proverb



Competence Development for
Librarians

DB2030

-
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CHORA 2030

World Goals Certification
Program for Libraries

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK OF SUSTAINABLE
CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT




Competence
Development for
Librarians

Ambassadors for the SDGs at the local
libraries

Knowledge about the SDGs, climate
change, sustianability

How to communicate

But must important — how to inspire
and make people act!

Based on the theories from Marshall
Ganz, Harvard Kennedy School.




Certification

* The certification program is run by
Chora 2030 (NGO)

* The certification program started up
in 2021, funded by Sparnord fonden
and Trygfonden.

e Chora 2030 works together with
educational institutions,
kindergartens, libraries, associations
and others to create local agency so
that Danes of all ages can take part in
the development of a sustainable
society.
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CHORA 2030



Model for SDG certification

Employee
engagement

Internal
organisation

Objectives




WEEK17/

WEEK17 is a nationwide themed week around the
UN's 17 global goals, which is based on a national
and joint library campaign with a focus on grass
roots, citizen involvement and information about

the UN's global goals for sustainable development.

WEEK17 is partnerships with organizations,
external institutions and civil society.

WEEK17 will take place at the individual libraries
or in local communities.

All libraries can participate in WEEK17.
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WEEK1/

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK OF SUSTAINABLE
CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT




WEEK17/

In 2022 a few libraries started with events in the
week number 17 = 17 SDG goals.

In 2023 it became a national event and our hope in
was that 20 libraries would take part in the
campaign, but in the end over 70 (out of 98
municipal libraries in DK) joined WEEK17 together
with over 200 local partners.

In 2024 over 80 libraries took part, with over 350
local partners. And still counting...

All libraries participatet again in 2025.

We now has both public libraries and libraries in
universities, campus libraries in WEEK17.
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WEEK1/

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK OF SUSTAINABLE
CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT




WEEK17/

In 2024 there were WEEK17 pilot libraries in all
the Nordic countries. In 2025 UKE17 became a
national event in Norway and...

Finland VIIKKO17: 2 libraries +.

Iceland VIKA17: 11 libraries +.

Sweden VECKA17: 18 libraries +.

The Czech Republic TYDEN17: 26 libraries +.
Slovakia TYZDEN17: 14 libraries +.

..with all the local partners.

And still counting...
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK OF SUSTAINABLE
CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
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WEEK17

yasser af kultur.
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Build

Craftivism

craft + activism

INDSAMLINGEN
31. marts - 6. april

2025



IFLA's Vision

Sustainable futures for all through knowledge and information

“World leaders adopt a Pact for the Future
that includes a Global Digital Compact and a
Declaration on Future Generations. The Pact
covers a broad range of themes including
peace and security, sustainable
development, climate change, digital
cooperation, human rights, gender, youth
and future generations, and the
transformation of global governance.”

Summit of the Future Outcome Document

\—' Summit of

the Future

Our Common Agenda



IFLA’s Vision
Sustainable futures for all through knowledge and information

Impact area 1: Libraries are connected and
energised through vibrant, global
professional communities

Impact area 2: Libraries are recognised, IFLA Strategy
represented and valued as partners 2024-2029

Impact area 3: Libraries are enabled to
deliver meaningful change at all levels

IFLA Strategy 2024-2029




IFLA’s Vision
Sustainable futures for all through knowledge and information

“We recognise our role in climate change, The Brisbane
Declaration

both as generators of emissions and as
models, spaces and facilitators of climate

action and resiliencebuilding, including o e
through facilitating access to environmental ? % 25 SrE
. . O T A i G T A
Informatlon.” - ﬁ *=vaa

The Brisbane Declaration

ifla:org




IFLA’s Vision
Sustainable futures for all through knowledge and information

* “We don’t need to know for sure what the
future holds for libraries and the
communities they serve in order to be able to
play a role in shaping it...”

 Well - WEEK17 could be one of the
answers...




Futures Literacy

In order to live up to the UN report
SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE, we work
with Futures Literacy. A method
developed by UNESCO, which, via
future workshops, helps to give
citizens hope, and thus inspire
local climate action.

Literacy

_,rate empowers the imagination. It
the face of change.




PUBLIC
LIBRARIES

CHICAGO
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
I

BILL&MELINDA
GAT ES foundation




TOGETHER FOR
THE FUTURE

In a project fonded by VELUX, we
educate 60 staffmembers in 30
libraries to facilitate local future
workshops as inspiration to climate
action.

MASTERCLASSES

COALITION FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

IMPACT LAB 2.0
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MERGE
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and do fhe ofher fhmgs
not because they are easy,
but because they are hard.

President John F. Kennedy
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Eat, Grow, Create: Libraries as Generators for the Green Transition

Imagine....

...walking into your public library on a Wednesday afternoon, just |
to pick up your passport from citizen service. As you enter, the ; "-l p‘?m 9%
aroma of something cooking catches your attention, and you e . , - r"l ) "
notice your kids dashing off to join a group of people gathered ‘ o iy
around stirring pots. You spot your fellow soccer coach among
them and walk over to say hi. She’s standing by a large bucket of
soil, enthusiastically handing out compost worms while sharing
her experiences with home gardening.

Nearby, families are gathered around a table filled with solar-
powered gadgets, where children are experimenting with solar
energy. The excitement is contagious as they see firsthand how
the sun’s energy can be harnessed in playful, creative ways.

People are sitting nearby, enjoying bowls of lentil soup, discussing
sustainable practices. "Can we get sprinkle too?" your kids ask,
holding up a handful of crispy mealworms. Recovering from your
initial surprise, you nibble on a worm while wondering if the
compost could help improve the plants on your balcony.

Later, as you leave the library, feeling satisfied and carrying a small
box of worms, you realize that you’ve not just picked up a
passport, but perhaps a passport to the future—one where
sustainability is part of everyday life, and the green transition feels
both accessible and achievable.
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Photos: Prototyping for this project. Credit: Aarhus Public Libraries y ,- % - ¥ torsdag eftermiddageys




Model: CITIZEN-INVOLVING FORMATS

KNOWLEDGE
Differenttypes of knowledge

with appeal to different citizens
Examples: Presentation, talk,
literature reading, debate,

performance, dilemma game.

COLLECTIVE ACTION
Concrete local actions on -
micro or macro level
Examples: Food communities,
repairworkshops, hands-on
concepts from Aarhus Living Lab.

Building support
forthe green
transition by
transforming

mind-sets.

DELIBERATION
Collective processing of
knowledge input
Examples: Dialogue, future
workshop, creative writing,
joint planting or building.



The Danish model

DANMARKS
BIBLIOTEKSFORENING

Danish Library Association

The local SDG libraries
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The SDG network

CHORA 2030

The SDG certification
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The SDG events



Ballerup Library Space Explorations sessions:
Prototyping Small Satellites for Climate Creativity // PLIX

Held November 2019. Experiences and evaluation.

The satellite sessions held at Ballesup Library were pact of a larger project at
Ballerup Library in the autumn of 2019. This lacger project revolved aronnd the

TUN17 sustainable development goals (SDG), and was named "Verdens Bedste
Losainger” (eng: "The Wosld’s Best Solutions”, WBS).

The satellite sessions made up an important part of the project, which was partly
funded by the Danish governmental culture department, Slots og Kultusstyrelsen.
The other part of the project was a two day knowledge festival presenting a
crtical, but optimistic approach to solving the UN17 SDG and with pasticipation
of over 400 high school student and 250 citizens, volunteers and keynote speakers
(2n scale of Danish public libracy, this is a fine attendance).

One cmcial requirement of the funded project was the involvement of the local

high school and the Danish Technical Unvessity (DTU), to explore the potential
h‘
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for collaboration of the two in the “neutral” setting that the Lbracy presents.
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¢ United
%7 Nations

Key take aways...

Collaboration
Relationships
Opens new doors

There is a need

There is a requirement SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE
OUTCOME DOCUMENTS
we are up-to-date ,
September 2024

- and we are the answer...
Pact for the Future,

Global Digital Compact
and Declaration on Future







Facts Look to the side Then we can help reach the
Knowledge Relationships World's Best Solutions...
Learning Communities of action
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